NUDA   VERITAS	271
III
After Ireland I went up the Rhine with Peter in his motor-
bicycle and side-car as far as Wiesbaden, to observe the pheno-
menon of French occupation. From there by train to Berlin
at a moment when the mark was sinking rapidly. Thence by
aeroplane to Dantzig, because it seemed as if Poles and Germans
were preparing for a scrap. Then, just as I was deciding to set
out for Budapest and Vienna, Lord D'Abernon, whose opinion
I valued, advised me to go instead to Geneva: "At the League
of Nations you will find all the statesmen of Europe whom you
want to meet, and you will learn more about the European
situation than if you travelled for months in their individual
countries."
Although bored to death at the thought of Switzerland, I
started for Geneva, the cold, unemotional and appropriate
habitat of the League. The Geneva Lake may be blue, but it
does not reflect the Heaven of an Italian lake. The mountains
may be marvellous, but they do not thrill one inwardly as other
mountains do. Geneva left me cold, like the League.
Some of the best brains of Europe were gathered together.
The hotel lounges resembled parliamentary lobbies. The
statesmen took themselves seriously, as statesmen do when
there are no women present to bring them down from their
heights and make them human. Diplomatists were pompous
as they ever are, devoid of humour and playing for effect.
Each and all were accompanied by quantities of well-trained,
alert, self-conscious, deferential secretaries, who do so much
to create around their chiefs an atmosphere of mystery and
importance. Here were the representatives of forty-two
nationalities, all moulded into the same type.
The third assembly took place in the Concert Hall of the
Victoria Hotel, which looked like the interior of a Swiss chalet
glorified. Paderewski, drumming with his fingers on the pitch
pine balustrade, looked down from the gallery. The Bishop of
London and Mrs. Philip Snowden were also onlookers.
The Council meetings were more interesting, because the most
conspicuous personalities were concentrated together away from

